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Helping the back pocket as well as the environment... 
We are pleased to announce that we will be 
launching a third round of Land Management 
Tenders in February 2005.  
 

LPLMC have run two rounds of Land Management 
Tenders over the last three years. This has resulted in 
landholders throughout the Liverpool Plains     
Catchment receiving over $800,000 to help           
implement worthwhile natural resource management 
projects. Managed into the future, these projects will 
improve both production and sustainability. 
 

Projects have involved a 
wide range of actions and     
management changes on 
farm. Some of the      
projects tackled by   
landholders with our help 
include: 
 

·  Increasing ground 
cover through better 
perennial pastures; 

·  enhancing remnant 
vegetation; 

·  addressing salinity     
issues and  

·  providing watering 
points away from rivers or streams  

 

In fact, any project that we believe will improve     
water  quality, enhance biodiversity or  reduce the  
hazard of salinity, is potentially eligible for      
funding. 
 

Obviously there is a lot of private benefit in many of 
these projects. The amount of funding assistance   
depends on how much community benefit is also  
provided by the on-farm changes. Community benefit 
is easily understood in relation to improved water 
quality but can also be, for example, in off-site      
salinity benefits and healthy fauna and flora. Most 
importantly, the work that these landholders are    
undertaking, clearly demonstrates that good natural 

resource outcomes can be achieved alongside        
increased long term productivity. 
 

Under the Tender process, landholders were provided 
with technical and planning assistance to develop 
their projects. They then submitted a proposal to 
LPLMC along with a bid for the amount of money 
they required to complete the works. Like any        
tendering system, these bids were competitive. The 
projects were assessed by an independent panel for 
their water quality, salinity and biodiversity benefits 
to the community. The successful tenderers were 

those who provided the 
greatest community   
benefit at the most  
competitive cost.   
 

The funding process will 
be explained at            
information sessions held 
throughout the catchment 
closer to this time. This 
will be followed by field 
days where landholders 
learn how actions they 
undertake on their      
property can make them 
more profitable while 

addressing salinity, biodiversity, soil health and    
water quality issues (pictured above). 
 

For further          
information and to 
register your      
interest in Land             
Management     
Tenders, contact 
Mark Kesby on 
6741 8344. 
 

Turn to pages 4 and 5 
for examples of how 
Tenders are working 
for local farmers... 

Landholders learning about soil health issues during a Land 
Management Tender Field Day at Pine Ridge, August 2002. 
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By Kathryn Dark 
Community Support Officer (Landcare) 

 
Local landcarer, farmer and LPLMC Executive      
Committee member Robyn Watson spoke        
recently at the 4th   
Australian Stream              
Management           
Conference held in 
Launceston on 19-22 
October.  
 
Keynote speakers included 
author Patrice Newell and 
Greening Australia CEO, 
Carl Binning. The          
conference had four major 
themes:  
 
·  landscape processes 

that influence rivers 
·  identifying and        

managing values       
associated with river            
landscapes 

·  education and change 
·  grass roots level river 

management.  
 
Robyn’s presentation fitted the grass roots theme, and 
was titled Restoring the Riparian Zone - One Woman’s 
Success on the Namoi River, North West NSW. It outlined 
her efforts to improve the health of the riverbanks on 
“Kilmarnock”, Boggabri. 
 
Due to speak at 8.30am on the last morning of the 3-day 

conference (after the conference dinner the night before), 
we were pleasantly surprised to see that Robyn            
succeeded in nearly filling the room. Robyn’s presentation 
was different to many others heard at the conference,  
because it was real grass-roots material. Much of the    
content of the conference was focused on the theory   

behind rehabilitation    
methods as presented by              
researchers and policy 
makers, but Robyn focused 
on results, and what      
impressive results they are!   
 
Following her presentation, 
Robyn was approached by 
a number of people who            
congratulated her on her         
fantastic work. One of the 
final keynote speakers of 
the conference, Dr Arlene 
Buchan from the Australian 
Conservation Foundation, 
also gave a glowing report 
of Robyn’s presentation 
during her address to the 
entire crowd of around 400 
delegates. Well done 
Robyn!  
 
For more information, a 

copy of the conference program and proceedings can be 
viewed at the LPLMC office. 
 

Many thanks to LPLMC and the Watson family for        
providing me with the financial assistance needed to    

accompany Robyn to Launceston.  
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One of the most pleasing aspects to 
me about the creation of the   
Catchment Management              
Authorities across the state is that 
at long last we have a fixed state 
government vehicle delivering 

funding for worthy projects       
pursuing environmental benefit 
throughout the state. Of course in 
our case funding hasn’ t only come 
from the state, but the federal    
government, the WWF and by no 
means insignificant  -- you the 
landholder. 
 

To this point in time, this          
committee has largely involved   
itself with the delivery of funding 
for this region, that is: 
 

·  recognition of the extent of   
degradation 

·  research into scientific and    
viable repair methods 

·  a strategy for improvement 
·  application, delivery and        

accountability of funding 

Much of this work will now fall on 
the shoulders of the Namoi     
Catchment Management Authority, 
thereby releasing the resources of 
the LPLMC to pursue the concerns 
of the Liverpool Plains catchment 
in particular. In future editions of 
Plains Talk we will try to clarify 
for you how to access the services 
and resources of the LPLMC. 
 

So, if you thought the birth of a 
Catchment Management Authority 
would bring about the retirement of 
the LPLMC, it isn’ t true. A wise 
old owl once said to me, “Never 
retire from something, always     
retire to something.”  So it is with 
the Liverpool Plains Land         
Management Committee. 

From the Chair  

By Peter  Capp 
Chairperson, LPLMC 

Robyn Watson from “Kilmarnock” Boggabri presented her story 
of successful riparian restoration on the Namoi to the 4th      

Australian Stream Management Conference, held recently in 
Launceston, Tasmania.  
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Welcome to new LPLMC Staff & Committee Members 

David Walker 
Executive Officer 
 

The very first time I travelled 
from my home on the Western 
Plains to start my Rural       
Science Degree at UNE, I was 
struck by the view as I saw the 
Liverpool Plains stretching out 
in front of me. As someone 
who values a productive    
landscape, I was impressed by 
the richness of the country. 
That view is still as captivating 

to me as it was then, although most of us now realise 
that it requires a little more nurture in order to maintain 
that productivity. 
 

Having completed the Rur Sc degree and a Dip Ag Eco, 
I worked for a firm of ag consultants in Adelaide and 
have then spent a number of years operating a farming 
business on my family property at Nevertire. The    
farming business included crop and livestock            
enterprises on dryland and irrigation, producing wool, 
beef, grains, oilseeds and cotton. 
 

In recent years I have become most interested in the 
sustainability aspects of land management, not only in 
terms of maintaining and improving the productivity of 
the land resources, but in seeing the natural values of 
the landscape I grew up with conserved. This led to an 
involvement in Landcare, particularly with Macquarie 
2100, a group that formulated a 100-year plan for the 
sustainable management of their area around          
Narromine, Trangie and Warren. I was also inaugural 
Chairman of EDGE Management, a company set up by 
a group of producers to provide business management 
training and planning opportunities for its members. 
 

Over the last four years I have designed, implemented 
and managed the Lachlan Community Monitoring    
Program, instigated by the Lachlan River Management 
Committee, Lachlan irrigators and DLWC to monitor the 
effects of the environmental flows released into the 
Lachlan system pursuant to the State Government’s 
water reforms. The Program trained and equipped  
landholders and other community members to measure 
a range of ecological and biophysical indicators, in   
order to ensure the flows released gave maximum 
benefit. Also during this period I have completed a  
Master of Environmental Management through UNE.   
 

I am most impressed with the pioneering work that has 
been done by LPLMC in addressing the environmental, 
economic and social sustainability issues that currently 
confront our rural communities. I am excited by the 
challenge of assisting the Liverpool Plains community in 
attaining a ‘healthy catchment for a productive future’, 
and in ensuring that the ongoing process of natural  
resource reforms work to the benefit of the community.   
 

My interests include rugby and playing reasonable   
tennis and poor golf. I also play and teach the bag-
pipes. My wife Sandie spent her early years at Manilla, 
so the area is familiar to her. We are both looking     
forward to being part of the Liverpool Plains community. 

Matt Carter 
Landholder Representative - Rangari 
 

Before returning to the family property in 1997, Matt 
attended Marcus Oldham Agriculture College for a 3-
year Farm Management Course. During this time Matt 
spent 12 months south east of Walcha working on an 
intensive beef and lamb property. 
 

Matt is currently involved in running the family farm, 
with wife Mel and children, his brother, sister in-law 
and parents. The farm runs poll Hereford cows for beef 
production, wool merinos and fat lambs. Cropping is 
mostly for forage but there are some cereal crops. 
 

Matt believes the farming environment is in need of 
intensive care. He is looking forward to working with 
other members of LPLMC to make the Liverpool Plains 
a more sustainable farming area. 
 
 

Hugh Price 
Landholder Representative - Upper Mooki East 
 

Hugh emigrated from the UK in 1979 with wife Lyn and 
2 daughters. Hugh and family have resided in        
Boggabri, Collarenebri, and for the last 12 years Hugh 
has been Station Manager at Windy Station, a property 
owned by Romani Pastoral Company that comprises 
21, 000 hectares of prime farming country. 
 

Hugh recently resigned his position at Windy, and is  
building a house with Lyn on their property “Borambil 
Downs” near Quirindi, where they have a mixed      
enterprise of farming, irrigated lucerne and grazing. 
 

Hugh is involved with natural resource management 
and agricultural initiatives in the Upper Mooki area, 
having been a founding member of the Pine Ridge 
Landcare Group, and an Inaugural Director of Agvance 
Farming, recently re-elected as a Director. Hugh is 
looking forward to extending his positive outlook,    
agricultural knowledge and experience in corporate 
agriculture to LPLMC. “I am passionate about the   
Liverpool Plains and am looking forward to becoming 
more proactive in their overall management,” he said. 
 
 

Lorraine Kent 
Administration Officer 
 

Lorraine was born in Tumut and 
has lived in the North West with 
husband Geof since 1978. They 
have lived on a small acreage 
near Gunnedah for 5 years and 
have 2 daughters, Morgan and 
Georgia. 
 

Lorraine has been involved in 
many community groups including 
Little Athletics, Brownie Guides,            
Gymnastics, local schools, Pony Clubs, public     
speaking, choir, dance and drama groups. In her spare 
time Lorraine enjoys trail riding.   
 

Lorraine has worked in various administration positions 
in the cotton, communications, earthmoving, fuel     
distribution, milling and equine dentistry industries.  

 

Lorraine Kent 
Admin Officer 

David Walker 
Executive Officer 
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To The Landholder 

  
POSTAGE 

PAID 

Landholder  Representatives 
 

Peter Capp (Chair )         744 1742 
 

Gai Schubert          744 1266 
 Lower Mooki   
 

Hugh Price     0429 352 903 
 Upper Mooki East 
 

Matt Carter                  6743 3325 
 Rangari 
 

Robyn Watson         6743 4576 
 Lower Cox’s Creek 
 

Ian Duncan          6747 3871 
 Goran 
 

Charlie Widdis         6747 1707 
 Upper Mooki West 
 

Vacant Upper Cox’s Creek 
 

Vacant  Central Mooki  

 

STAFF 
 

David Walker         6741 8332 
 Executive Officer 
 

Mark Kesby         6741 8344 
 Tenders Project Officer 
 

Kathryn Dark           6741 8330 
 Community Support Officer 
 (Landcare) 
 

Lorraine Kent         6741 8375 
 Administration Officer 
 

Agency Representative 
 

Hugh Allan          6763 1207 
 Department of Primary Industries 
 

Stakeholder  Representatives 
 

Gae Swain        6740 2100 
Steve Benham         6743 7963 
 Gunnedah Shire Council 
 

Bernard Perkins       6746 1755 
 Liverpool Plains Shire Council 
 

Peter Loveridge       6743 1501 
 Upper Namoi Water Users  
 

Geoff Swain        6743 1744 
 NSW Farmers 
 

Leon DeGroot         6742 1970 
 Intensive Industries 
 

Cyril Sampson         6747 4820 
 Aboriginal Interests 
 

 

Who’s Who at LPLMC? 

 

STOP PRESS - ENVIROFUND ANNOUNCED! 
 

Another round of projects funded by the Natural Heritage 
Trust’s Australian Government Envirofund were announced  
on November 12. These applications were submitted in     
early July, and 9 out of the 12 applications submitted from    
the Liverpool Plains were successful! These grants will total 
almost $65,000. The total value of the projects (including      
in-kind contributions from landholders) is almost $230,000!!  
 

The announcement of these successful projects also coincides with the opening of a new round. Applications are 
now invited from community groups and individuals for grants of up to $30,000 to carry out on-ground and other   
actions to target local environmental problems. This round will close on February 18.  
 

There are a few changes this time, so it is more important than ever to contact your local Community Support     
Officer EARLY to assist you with putting together an application. Kathryn Dark is in Gunnedah and can be contacted 
on 6741 8330. Anna Cronin is in Quirindi and can be contacted on 6746 1344. 

Season’s Greetings 


