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“ Towri”  was one of the properties visited 
by bus tours at the recent NSW Grassland    

Society Conference held in Gunnedah. 
George Avendano and Stuart Murray are 

pictured outlining the development of 
“ Towri’s”  outstanding pastures. 
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Stuar t Murray  
Goddard Agriculture Narrabri 

 
Extract from his presentation at the 
recent NSW Grassland Society            
Conference held at Gunnedah. 
 

As we receive the majority of our    
rainfall during summer, it is logical 
that summer growing sub-tropical 
perennial grasses should be part of 
our pasture system, particularly if a 
good native alternative isn’ t already 
part of the pasture. 
 

My wife Denise and I bought 
“Uambi” , north west of Boggabri in 
1995. Its 688ha has large areas of   
severely degraded hard setting, acid 
soils along with areas of better me-
dium red-brown country. 
 

A nearby property, “Towri” , has 
been owned by George and Maree 
Avendano since 1990. They have 
accumulated 2830 hectares of old       
cropping country with soils ranging 
from medium red-brown kurrajong 
country to deep sandy acid soils. A 
combination of fertiliser, winter 
legumes and sub-tropical perennial 
grasses are gradually turning the 
degradation on both properties 
around. 
 

“Fancy grasses won’ t grow here,”  
and “ they won’ t grow on my place, 
I don’ t get as much rain as you,”  are 
a couple of the comments I have 
heard from producers in our area. 

Results from trial sites in the Narrabri 
area along with our experiences on 
“Towri”  and “Urambi”  have shown 
that many of  the sub-tropical          
perennial grasses have what it takes to 
survive the extremes of weather in 
our area. Persistence varies with: 

The main sub-tropical grasses 
used on the two properties are 
Katambora Rhodes, Bi loela  
Buf fel , Consul  Lovegrass,     
Premier Digit and Bambatsi 
Panic. We also have small areas 
of other grasses; Inverell Purple 
Pigeon, USA Buffel, Gatton 
Green Panic, Strickland Finger,  
Bisset Creeping Bluegrass and 
Swann Forest Bluegrass.  
  

An outstanding feature of the 
better introduced grasses is their 
ability to produce quick feed 
when it rains compared to the 
native perennial grasses. All 
grasses, natives, accidental    
introductions and the introduced 
sub-tropicals made an amazing 
recovery following the good 
rai ns l ast summer. The           
performance of the introduced    
sub-tropi cal  grasses was         
particularly outstanding. Most 
paddocks sown to these grasses 
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are now the best we have ever 
seen them. 
 

Most farmers bel ieve that          
establishing these grasses is      
difficult. Control of competition  
at this stage is vital.  
 

On “Towri”  planting began in 
1990 and on “Uambi”  in 1995. 
New plantings have occurred   
almost every summer since. Sure 
t her e hav e been some               
establ i shment f ai l ures, but        
interestingly, no more during 
drought than in good seasons. 
 

The main issues concerning         
establishment are: 

One of these farms “Towri”  is 
featured. Its owners, George 
and Maree Avedano were 
awarded the Brownhill Cup at 
Ag Quip for their efforts        
restoring their property into a 
sustainable enterprise largely 
due to the establishment of  
perennial sub-tropical grasses.  
George and Maree are worthy           
recipients of this prestigious 
award and its presentation is a 
fitting reward for their hard 
work and commitment to the 
pastures. 
 

I  woul d al so l i ke to              
congratulate Robyn Watson, an 
enthusiastic member of our  
committee, who has been     
selected to speak about her 
river restoration experiences in 
Launceston this October at the 
4th A ust ral i an St ream        
Management  Conference.  

By Gai Schubert 
Chairperson, LPLMC 

�
This edition of Plains Talk 
will focus on farmers taking 
control by using perennial      
sub-tropical grasses, grazing 
management and drought 
strategies. We also look at the 
Grassland Society Conference 
held recently in Gunnedah.   
 

A highlight of the conference 
was the inspection of pastures 
on farms in the Boggabri area. 

Robyn is passionate about the 
health of our riparian areas and 
the work that she has            
undertaken on the family’s 
farms in the Boggabri area is 
testimony to this. Well done 
Robyn.  
 

Congratulati ons are al so       
extended to Di Bentley who has 
been appointed as Assistant 
Commi ssi oner wi th the      
NSW Natural  Resources   
Commission. Di has been our 
diligent Executive Officer for 
three and a half years and she 
has been instrumental in the       
i mpl ementat i on of  the        
Commi t tee’ s I nvestment    
Strategy. While we are sorry to 
lose Di, we wish her success in 
this new challenging role. All 
the best for the future Di, and 
many thanks for a job well   
done. 

   From the Chair   

Experience has shown that stands 
that look too thin and need       
replanting  often get better and 
better over the next few years. 
Late summer and  autumn sowings  
that do not get sufficient rain    
before winter can establish the 
following spring and summer. 
 

Annual legumes must be part of 
any grass pasture for winter-
spring feed and the nitrogen they 
produce for grasses.  

 

An appropriate  fertiliser program 
helps the legumes 
perform. We are 
finding the intro-
duced summer 
grasses in many 
instances are so  
productive that 
even heal thy     
winter legumes 
can’ t produce 
enough nitrogen to 
satisfy their needs. 
We are  trialling 
top dressing with 
nitrogen to rectify  
this.  

I understand that people will have 
different ideas about the pasture 
system that will suit them.  
 

There are those that prefer low 
input – low output through to high 
performance pastures with high 
input and output. What I have dis-
cussed fits somewhere in between.  
 

On “ Towri ”  and “ Uambi ”          
introduced sub-tropical summer 
grasses are providing a large leap 
forward in pasture production. 

·  Seed is expensive, so you need to 
keep failures to a minimum 

·  Reducing weed competition (esp. 
annual summer grasses) 

·  Good subsoil moisture greatly 
reduces the risk 

·  Yes you do need some luck with 
rainfall, especially on heavy soils 

·  Plant shallow, about 1 cm deep  as 
most species have very small 
seeds and  produce weak seedlings 

“ Towri” -  Premier Digit and Consul Pasture 

Cont from page 1 
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One paddock per year is planted to sub tropical grasses,        
including Premier Digit, Katambora Rhodes, Consul Lovegrass, 

Bambatsi Panic and Splenda Seteria. 

 
 
 

“ Milton”  – A Work in Progress 
 

By Mark Kesby 

When Graeme and Trish Easey purchased their 
Willala property in 1997, it had a long history of 
fine wool sheep grazing. Set stocking and       
occasional cropping of “Milton”  had resulted in 
lots of weeds, degraded pastures, poor fencing 
and limited watering points. 
 

From the start they had a vision of productive 
pastures and improved biodiversity providing 
them with a sound income and a pleasant place 
to raise their two daughters Kelly and Jayde. 

Step one has been to control the abundance of 
weeds. Like most farmers who are successful at 
establishing pastures, Graeme uses one or two 
years of cropping to reduce the weed seed bank. 
This has enabled pastures to be planted into  
relatively clean paddocks, getting them off to a 
good start. 
 

In order to spread the risk and keep expenses  
under control, one paddock per year is planted to 
sub tropical grasses. Premier Digit, Katambora 
Rhodes, Consul Lovegrass, Bambatsi Panic and 
Splenda Seteria have all been successfully 
planted. Once these grasses are established,    
fertiliser and legumes are applied in the autumn. 
Legumes include Dalkeith and Seaton Park     
sub clover, Elgara, Avila, Cadiz and King       
seradella. Several paddocks have been planted 
but there are still more to go. 
 

A new bore was put down in 2001 causing much 
nail biting – it took 8 test holes to get a good 
bore producing 3000 gallons per hour.  This will 
enable Graeme to put clean, reticulated water 
over all of the property.  “Having water where  

you want it is the first essential step in getting 
good grazing management,”  Graeme explained.  
 

Rather than repair old fences that are past their 
use by date, Graeme and Trish have gradually 
replaced them with new fences as time and 
money permits. “This has enabled us to put good 
fences where they will help our plans for grazing 
management,”  Graeme explained. 
 

Meanwhile, the whole family has been kept busy 
planting trees and shrubs, 900 have gone in so 
far.  This will improve shade and shelter for the       
livestock, improve the visual appeal of the    
property and make better habitat for birds and 
animals. 
 

Financial and technical help from the Liverpool 
Plains Land Management Committee via a Land 
Management Tender has helped Graeme and 
Trish realise their vision of improved              
productivity, biodiversity and amenity. While it is 
still very much a work in progress, the goal is in 
sight. 

Graeme and Trish Easey with their daughter, Kelly 
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Tom and Carol Horn believe that farmers need to be flexible in all management 
decisions. 
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            Be more proactive, less reactive. 
  Sell young and aged cattle early.   
  I f there are calves wean early, around 12 weeks 
  Reduce stocking rates to match the  feed 
  Increase rest periods of paddocks to maintain grass cover to at least 70% 
  Be flexible in management decisions. 

By following the above drought management strategies Tom and Carol Horn have been able to  
maintain good levels of ground cover. 

� � � � �� � � � �� � � � �� 
 � � �� �

 

This interest has resulted in the rejuvenation of the 
North West Branch of the Grassland Society. “There 
is obviously a thirst for good information on pastures 
from the farmers”, said Lester McCormick from 
NSW DPI.  
 

“There is a wealth of information available via     
researchers, trial sites and leading farmers. The 
Grassland Society has a mission to bring them all 
together”, Lester said.  
 

The North West Branch will meet on Tuesday 14th 
September at 10am at Narrabri RSL to reform and 
plan some exciting activities for this spring. It is   
envisaged that field days will be held throughout the 
north to enable landholders to see and learn from 
the latest research and leading farmers.  
 

“These events will be well advertised in the local 
media, so watch out for them”, Lester concluded. 
Lester can be contacted at NSW DPI Manilla on 
6785 1790. 
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 �� �
 � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � ���������
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Delegates at the recent Grassland Society Conference   
inspecting a native grass seed harvester on Bill and Peggy 

Crawter’s property “ Kirkham”  at Ghoolendaadi. 

More than 300 people attended the recent NSW Grassland Society Conference held in Gunnedah, the 
majority from the North West.  
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Continuous Sorghum - A Viable Option? 
Hugh Allan, NSW DPI, Tamworth 

against sorghum. So far we have 
had no failures with sorghum. 
 
Are there any problems? 
 
Summer  grass weeds and      
broadleaf weeds are the biggest 
problems. I am sure that they will 
eventually force me into other 
crops. We rely heavily on Dual 
Extra. Without it we would be lost. 
Atrazine is only applied as a post 
emergent herbicide with Starane 
for broadleaf weed control. 
 
Ron Southwell, Plant Pathologist 
from NSW DPI, is not aware of 
any disease problems associated 
with growing continuous sorghum.  
Ron wanted to stress that because 
he was unaware, does not mean 
they do not exist. Fusarium, which 
effects the seedling and  mature 
plants differently, would be one 
disease to monitor. A long period 
of continuous sorghum may also 
be good for breaking the take all 
cycle in winter cereal crops. 
 
Two issues that may arise from 
continuous sorghum are herbicide 
resistance and rundown of soil 
nutrients. The limited range of 
herbicides for sorghum are Dual 
Extra, Atrazine and Starane in 
crop, and glyphosate for winter 
fallow management and crop   
desiccation. They belong to the 
K,C, I and M herbicide groups 
respectively. The limited range of 
herbicide groups makes herbicide 
resistance an issue. At this stage 
there have been no reported cases 
of herbicide resistance with Dual 
and Starane but ryegrass resistance 
to glyphosate in winter fallows is 
well documented on the Liverpool 
Plains. 
 
Annual sorghum crops yielding in 
excess of 7 tonnes per hectare  
remove high levels of soil         
nutrients that must be applied as 
fertiliser and monitored with soil 
tests. 
 

Some farmers on the southern    
L i v er p ool  Pl ai ns gr ow           
continuous sorghum. In some 
cases, six or more sorghum crops 
have been grown in succession in 
the same paddock. Growing     
sorghum has the environmental 
benefits of reducing deep drainage 
of water below the root zone and 
minimising erosion as its growth 
corresponds to our summer   
dominant rainfal l . In short,       
sorghum uses water where it falls. 
 
When compared to the option of 
growing continuous winter crops, 
continuous sorghum has some    
environmental benefits.  In the 700 
mm rainfall zone on the black     
vertosols you can expect on        
average, 100mm/year deep    
drainage and run off from        
continuous winter cropping while 
both opportunity cropping and 
continuous sorghum have only 
50mm deep drainage and runoff.  
Wheat is so leaky that 1 hectare 
produces on average, an Olympic 
swimming pool of water a year. 
 
Erosion is a major issue when   
cropping these soils. The better 
stubble cover provided by          
continuous sorghum combined 
with less runoff reduce the erosion     
hazard. Long fallowing has the    
biggest erosion hazard. 
 
If sorghum is so good, why do 
wheat and barley contribute $330 
million compared to sorghum’s 
$87 million a year to the northern      
dryland cropping region? While      
sorghum is the dominant crop in 
the southern Liverpool Plains, 
many parts of the region are, at 
best,   marginal for summer crops         
especially west of the Newell.    
Economically, areas where prime 
hard and durum wheat can be     
reliably grown find this an          
alternative profitable crop. So the 
possibility of  continuous sorghum 
only applies to the high rainfall 
zone at the base of the Liverpool 
Ranges. 

James Badgery from “Talawanta”, 
Willow Tree has been growing  
continuous sorghum for 6 years  
under no till. The property used to 
be mainly grazing but the black  
vertosols are mainly cropped with 
sorghum now. 
 
I  recently asked James why do 
you grow sorghum on sorghum? 
 
Financially it seems to be the most 
profitable crop. It is also the safest 
and seems to get better with every 
crop. The soil seems to be    
changing, making it better for   
sorghum. The favourable soil   
biota are increasing and the root 
system of past crops aids           
infiltration and soil structure.   
Disease does not appear to be a 
problem. 

James Badgery of Willow Tree in an 
area where sorghum has been    

grown continuously for 6 years. 

How profitable is it? 
 
On paper growing Prime hard 
wheat is the best option. However, 
failure with winter cereal crops is 
more common as summer storms 
can affect harvest (through   
downgrading and yield losses). In 
practice, feed wheat or barley are 
the winter options to compare with 
sorghum. They just don’ t stack up   
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Grassland Conference  - a great success 
Over 300 people attended the 
19th annual conference of the     
Grassland Society of NSW, 
held recently in Gunnedah 
over two and a half days.   
 
Some travelled long distances to 
hear new information from a 
range of producer, industry and 
research speakers. 
 
Conference convenor and NSW 
De par tm en t  o f  P r imar y           
Industries District Agronomist at 
Gunnedah, Loretta Serafin, said 
Gunnedah proved to be the 
ideal location. 
 
“This is the first time we have 
held a Grassland Conference 
west of Tamworth, and whilst 
there were some ear ly          
concerns about how many     
people might be drawn to the 
north-west, the whole event was 
a great success,” Loretta said. 
 
“The theme ’Pastures in farming 
systems – meet the challenge” 
suited the current climate in 
many farming systems where 

participate in one of the three 
bus tours to see first hand how 
other producers run their      
properties,” she said. For 
many, these tours were the 
highlight of the conference.  
  
She acknowledged the support 
of the many conference    
sponsors - major sponsors    
being Incitec Pivot, Bayer Crop 
Science, PlantTech, Wrightson 
Seeds, Commonwealth Bank,         
Selected Seeds, Pioneer, Land 
Water & Wool Australia and  
NSW Department of Primary 
Industries. Several smaller   
o rgan isat ions,  inc lud ing 
LPLMC and other local firms 
also provided support. 
 
The 20th Annual Conference 
will be held in Orange next 
year, continuing the tradition of 
pasture research and extension 
in NSW. 
 
T h e  2 0 0 4  c o n f e r e n c e           
proceedings can be purchased 
from NSW DPI’s Gunnedah 
office, telephone 6741 8333.  

people are struggling to       
recover from the drought and 
many are questioning the way 
they are farming. 
 
“Irrespective of whether the   
system is entirely cropping,    
entirely grazing, or a mix of the 
two, now is the time to be     
looking to research and what        
others are doing successfully.” 
 
“Questioning the actions we 
take is always going to play an 
important role in allowing us to 
move forward in our farming 
practices, hopefully towards 
more productive and robust   
systems.”  
 
Loretta said Grassland Society 
conferences were unique in 
that they relied on producer 
and research input, as well as 
farm tours to convey            
information that can make a 
real difference. 
 
“The conference provided the    
opportunity for delegates to         
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The recent Grassland Society Conference held in Gunnedah was         
organised by a small dedicated group led by Loretta Serafin of DPI, 

Gunnedah (centre), seen here talking to Vicky Higgins (CSO Inverell) 
and Col Lamrock (Auswest Seeds). 
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To The Landholder 

  
POSTAGE 

PAID 

Landholder  Representatives 
 

Gai Schubert  (Chair ) 6744 1266 
 Lower Mooki   
 

Doug Weatherly  6742 1570 
 Upper Mooki East 
 

Leon de Groot  6742 1970 
 Rangari 
 

Jim Ralston  6746 5652 
 Central Mooki 
 

Robyn Watson  6743 4576 
 Lower Cox’s Creek 
 

Ian Duncan  6747 3871 
 Goran 
 

Charlie Widdis 6747 1707 
 Upper Mooki West 
 

Joe Martin  6743 7982 
 Upper Cox’s Creek  

 

STAFF 
 

 

Mark Kesby  6741 8344 
 Tenders Project Officer 
 

Kathryn Dark   6741 8330 
 Community Support Officer 
 (Landcare) 
 

Wendy Vankuyk 6741 8375 
 Administration Officer 
 

Agency Representatives 
 

Hugh Allan  6763 1207 
 NSW Agriculture 
 

Tony Page  6764 5915 
Glenn Bailey  6742 9209 
 DIPNR  

Stakeholder  Representatives 
 

Gae Swain       6740 2100 
Sue Cox   6740 2130 
 Gunnedah Shire Council 
 

Peter Loveridge      6743 1501 
 Upper Namoi Water Users  
 

Jenny Croft       6741 8336 
Geoff Swain  6743 1744 
 NSW Farmers 
 

Peter Capp         6744 1742 
 (Deputy Chair ) 
 Intensive Industries 
 

Cyril Sampson    6747 4920 
 Aboriginal Interests 
 

 

Who’s Who at LPLMC? 
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Congratulations to George and 
Maree Avendano on winning the 
prestigious Brownhill Cup which 
was presented to them at          
Ag Quip.    

STOP 
PRESS 


