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Creek bed stabilization with trees in the 
upper reaches of the Quirindi Creek 
Catchment 

 
 Show case your  
Landcare Work!   
 
Be par t of our competition.   
To celebrate National Land-
care Week, we are inviting 
groups to submit posters and 
photos outlining their   
Landcare work.   
This is a pr ime oppor tunity 
for  groups to satisfy par t of 
their  NHT promotion  
requirements.  I t will show a 
much larger  audience the 
great work our  groups are 
doing in the  Catchment. 
Contact Kathryn on  
67 429 275 for  fur ther details. 
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FUNDS FOR IRRIGATORS 
 

Funds from the water  use efficiency incentive scheme are now available for  eligible ir r igators.  The   
funds were announced by the Minister for Agriculture Richard Amery on the 17th of December 2001.    
The conditions of the enhanced scheme mean that any works undertaken prior to the December                   
announcement will not be eligible. 
 
 

 

 
 Irrigators wishing to access the funds  must complete a recognised training  program. For example a four 
day Irrigation management course , run through NSW Agricultures Waterwise program, or you may have 
documented proficiency in irrigated management. 
 

For more information on where Waterwise courses are being  held contact Stuar t Bray at          
NSW Agr iculture on 67 429232 Gunnedah. 

 

Landcare and Farmers—Working Together !   
By David Puxty Upper Mooki Landcare Co-ordinator 

 

Landcare and the farming community are working together to achieve individual 
and catchment goals of production and sustainable agriculture.  The Quirindi 
Creek group are tackling an ambitious integrated riparian repair project.     
Revegetating banks with trees and grasses and fencing off areas to prevent stock 
damage.  Their works will contribute to major improvements in water quality 
throughout the Catchment.   
 
I would like to think that the days of Landcare being solely associated with 
tree planting are over.  Grasses are being used by our farming community as a        
important tool  in reducing the impacts of salinity - a problem, that doesn’t seem to 
be going away. The widespread recognition of the ecological value of Grassy Box 
Woodlands, where it is the grasses and herbs that are valued, being rare  commodities, is adding to the movement 
towards grasses as a major player in the fight against rising saline water tables. 
 
There is certainly a need for more trees in the landscape, however more emphasis is needed on the water use 
ability of productive perennial pastures. Active grazing management of perennial pastures is required to maintain 
high levels of growth and ground cover. Growing plants, whether they be trees or grasses are essential in reducing 
deep drainage and promoting natural nutrient and water cycles, to retain moisture in the root zone of the vegetation 
and increase water use and productivity. 
 
Sustainable agriculture does not mean a decrease in productivity. With the acknowledgment of the importance of 
grasses to control the watertable, management decisions are changing. Black soil cropping country is being       
reverted to perennial pastures in the Pine Ridge area, likewise on the Warrah Creek floodplain. Trees are being 
planted in strategic locations. These farmers are able to see production benefits well into the future, without salinity 
hanging over their head.  

Sustainable productivity, the aim of Landcare on the Liverpool Plains. 
  

 

Three kinds of support are available from the scheme: 
 

¨  I rrigation and drainage management plan grant (IDMP) – 
a grant of 80% of the cost of an irrigation and drainage                               

      management plan to a maximum of $12,000. 

¨  Water use efficiency works grant - a grant of 50% of the 
cost of completed works, to a maximum of $15,000 for 
those works which achieve  a significant gain in the         
irrigation water use  efficiency in an irrigation  system as 
identified  in an IDMP. 

¨  Crop Water use  Monitoring Grant –a grant  of 50% of    
the cost of works and/or services for crop water use          
monitoring to a maximum of $2000. Note: you do not need 
to complete an irrigation and drainage management plan to 
access this grant... . 
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Greening Australia wants           
"Pod Spotters" to look out for        
ripening seed pods and fruits on   
native trees and shrubs.  This will 
enable seed collectors to know when 
and where to go seed collecting.  We 
can help you learn how to recognise 
ripe pods or fruits to become a Pod 
Spotter. Developing a network of Pod 
Spotters and local seed collectors will 
help everyone to obtain plants grown 
from local seed for revegetation    
projects. 
 
Why is local seed collection 
needed? 
 
Plants best adapted to an area are 
those plants, which have evolved and 
survived in the soils and climate of 
that area.  Some species may only 
occur in an area or locality, bounded 
by a defined set of conditions.      
Others will be more widespread but 
genetically different to the same   
species growing outside the district.  
Where natural regeneration occurs, 
the genes for surviving the local con-
ditions will be passed on to the next 
generation of plants.  People wanting 
to revegetate denuded areas may not 
be able to put in plants genetically 
adapted to local conditions unless 
someone has collected seed from 
local plants. 
 

Where seed or seedlings are        
imported from other districts, the 
plants:  
� � may not grow as well as those 

with local parents, 
� � may have less chance of survival 

in bad years, 
� � may not flower at times when 

local birds and insects need  
      them. 

Where a high proportion of plants 
are from other regions, they may 
replace or dilute the local gene pool 
so that in the future, it will be diffi-
cult to obtain seedlings which are 
genetically adapted to the full range 
of local weather conditions and 
challenges. 
 

Some local nurseries collect their 
own seed but don’t have time to go 
and get it from trees on each soil 
type or from more than a few local 
species.  Seed is sometimes 
bought from seed banks that get 
seed from collectors in many      
regions.  Nurseries can’t economi-
cally grow small numbers of plants 
from different seed batches but if 
orders are large enough, and made 
well in advance, they will try to meet 
requests to use seed from specified 
districts (e.g. State Forests will grow 
separate batches of over 400 
plants).  If they or the commercial 
seed banks don’t have what you 
want, you will need to supply the 
seed yourself. 
 

Local nurseries are not presently 
meeting all the demand, increasing 
the risk that seed from far away is 
used.  For example, some of the 
River Red Gums to be planted in 
this region this year have been   
ordered from Narromine Trans-
plants -when asked recently where 
the seed was collected they said 
‘Macquarie River near Dubbo’.   
This year all the White Box seed-
lings bought from NSW State     
Forests nurseries were grown from 
seed collected near Young by 
Greening Australia’s South West 
Slopes seed bank staff.  Greening 
Australia obtained grants to set up 
seed banks in several   regions, but 
not in this region.   

 

Unless more people collect seed 
from native plants in the Liverpool 
Plains we will have to keep         
importing plants and run the risk of 
poor results. 
 

Greening Australia staff are trying 
to collect seed for projects such as 
our dry land farm forestry trial and 
Super Solutions, and we would like 
to supply seed for community    
projects too.  To be prepared for     
future planting projects, seed has 
to be collected when it’s ripe but   
before it falls, then carefully stored.  
We can store the seed and main-
tain records of where it came from,  
but first we need to know where 
and when to go collecting.   

 

We’d like you to tell us about 
places when lots of native trees or 
other useful plants have flowered 
and have abundant ripening pods 
or fruits - enough for us to take, 
while leaving plenty for local     
regeneration and wildlife.  We can 
tell you which species are most 
needed and help you learn to tell 
the difference between unripe, ripe 
and empty fruits. 
 

Wanted:  Pod Spotters and local  
seed collectors 

 
Kate Boyd, Bushcare Support Manager, Greening Australia 

a grant of 80% of the cost of an irrigation and drainage                                

 

 

If you would like to       
become a Pod Spotter or 
to receive a 4 page Field 
Note on ‘Collecting seed 

from native trees and 
shrubs’  

please telephone             
Greening Australia                                     

on 6772 3248 

 

� � � �� � � ��� 	 
 �
� � 
 �� � �

We can also run seed collection training 
days where there is  sufficient demand. 



LIVERPOOL PLAINS      
WOODLAND BIRD  
PROJECT - Final Update.    
By Peter  Eckert 
 

A Birds Australia project funded by 
the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF), Natural Heritage Trust 
(NHT) and the Threatened Species 
Network (TSN) In January 2001, 
Birds Australia commenced a study 
to assess the distribution of birds,    
targeting threatened and declining 
woodland birds, in the Liverpool 
Plains catchment (north-west slopes 
and plains of NSW). It was hoped that 
this study would assist in the conser-
vation of woodland birds within the 
region. To achieve this aim, Birds 
Australia worked in partnership with 
local landowners, the Liverpool Plains 
Land Management Committee 
LPLMC), World Wide Fund for     
Nature (WWF), the Threatened     
Species Network (TSN), the Natural 
Heritage Trust (NHT), and the     
Tamworth Bird Watchers Inc.  
An important first step in identifying 
what birds occurred in the region over 
the past 20 years, was to examine data 
from the Birds Australia   Atlas     
Projects, (1st Atlas 1977-1981; 2nd 
Atlas 1998-2002). There were 204 
surveys conducted during the 1st Atlas 
in the Liverpool Plains. Prior to     
October 2001, there were 202        
surveys conducted for the 2nd Atlas 
across 103 separate locations sites).  
Commencing in October 2001, Birds 
Australia with the help of over 50   
volunteer bird watchers, conducted     
a series of bird surveys across areas    
of private and crown land, public      
reserves, travelling stock routes, and 
State Forests within the Liverpool 
Plains. These surveys mainly occurred 
over weekends and incorporated over 
30 separate landholders, some had 
expressed their concern in the decline 
of birds on their properties and       
allowed us to conduct surveys on their 
land. After January 2002, there were 
521 surveys conducted across 397 
sites  in the Liverpool Plains. This 
meant that this   project facilitated a 
61% increase in the number of Atlas       
surveys and a 74% increase in the 
number of survey sites in the          
Liverpool Plains. 
 
 

A comprehensive review of literature 
and other information indicated that 
the Liverpool Plains:   
¨  contained a mosaic of habitat 

types including grassland and 
open woodland;  

¨   held an Endangered Ecological 
Community that is listed under 
the Threatened Species         
Conservation Act 1995;  

¨  was the most productive         
agricultural area in the country, 
and that clearing and other     
habitat change had been       
widespread.  

The data showed that the Liverpool 
Plains supports: 
¨  248 bird species;  
¨  32 species listed under the 

Threatened Species Conservation 
Act 1995;  

¨  18 guilds of birds;  
¨  a relatively low incidence of  

introduced bird species;  
¨  a number of woodlands, particu-

larly State Forests that support a 
high diversity of birds;  

¨  a number of sites that are of high 
conservation value for a number 
of threatened and declining 
woodland bird species. 

The results also indicated that a  
number of threatened and declining 
woodland species have become    
locally extinct in the Liverpool 
Plains. These include the Crested 
Bellbird, White-browed Babbler, 
Painted Button-quail, Mallee fowl, 
and Square-tailed Kite. Another   
species, the 
Hooded Robin 
showed a substan-
tial decline. Most 
of the guilds       
represented in the 
region showed a       
substantial de-
cline, suggesting 
that a range of 
processes were 
affecting birds 
that are ecologi-
cally diverse. 

Key areas for bird species in the   
Liverpool Plains include the State 
Forests within the region. By virtue 
of their relatively large size and a 
higher structural complexity, these 
areas support a higher diversity of 
bird species, including many      
threatened and declining species. 
Many of the sites on private land also         
supported a number of threatened and 
declining woodland birds, indicating 
that landholders will play a pivotal 
role in the conservation of             
biodiversity. 
 
In addition to providing baseline data 
into the distribution of birds and the 
hotspots for birds in the Plains, data 
generated from these surveys are   
integral in the next phase of the    
project, which is to deliver conserva-
tion outcomes on private land. Over 
the next few months, Birds Australia 
will continue to work with the      
Liverpool Plains Land Management 
Committee and the Department of 
Land & Water Conservation to     
survey birds occurring along          
watercourses, woodlands and      
cropping areas on low lying slopes 
and plains.  
 
 
Reference: 
Ekert, P.A.  (2002).  The Woodland 
Birds of The Liverpool Plains, NSW. 
Final Project Report 2002.  Report on 
behalf of Birds Australia for World 
Wide Fund for Nature, Natural    
Heritage Trust, Threatened Species     
Network. 
 
 

����

� � � � � � � 	� 
 � � �
 �		�� 	� � �� � � � � � � 	� 
 � � �
 �		�� 	� � �� � � � � � � 	� 
 � � �
 �		�� 	� � �� � � � � � � 	� 
 � � �
 �		�� 	� � �����
� �� �� � � � 	�� � 	
 ��� �� � 
 �������������� �� �� � � � 	�� � 	
 ��� �� � 
 �������������� �� �� � � � 	�� � 	
 ��� �� � 
 �������������� �� �� � � � 	�� � 	
 ��� �� � 
 �������������

� � � � 
 � � � � �� � �� � ��� � � � 
 � � � � �� � �� � ��� � � � 
 � � � � �� � �� � ��� � � � 
 � � � � �� � �� � ������
� �� � �� 
 � � ��� �� �� � �� 
 � � ��� �� �� � �� 
 � � ��� �� �� � �� 
 � � ��� � ����

 

Photography supplied by Peter Eckert, Birds Australia 
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Namoi Our Future is a Catchment-
based Committee. It has a broad mem-
bership including representatives of com-
munity groups such as 5 Shire Councils,  
NSW Farmers,  DLWC,  NSW Agricul-
ture,  Liverpool Plains Land   Manage-
ment  Committee, Tamworth Develop-
ment  Corporation, the        Narrabri 
Chamber of Commerce and the North 
West Recreational Anglers Inc. 
 

Namoi Our Future’s primary role is to 
educate the community on Natural 
Resource issues.  We inform the      

community on issues such as water 
use, conservation and best practices. 
Natural resources provide          em-
ployment, wealth and a stable and     

prosperous community. 
  

Members of Namoi Our Future are   al-
ways willing to speak to groups, or organ-
ise a display.  We can choose  from over 
500 items,  which include    an extensive 
collection of posters and         photo-
graphs.   
 

Namoi Our Future attends local shows 
throughout the catchment,  including Ag 
Quip every year.    We encourage both 
children and adults to participate in a fun  
competition,  which teaches them as they 
view the display. 
 

School visits ensure that children    real-
ise that they,  too,  have an impact on 
their catchment.  We are always available 
to speak to a class,  or       accompany 
them on an excursion to ensure that they 
receive the right messages from the 
things, which they see.  

 

Our message is unique from other 
groups because we demonstrate the 

compatibility between sustainable ag-
riculture, a productive and     prosper-
ous community, and            a healthy 

environment.   
 

Namoi Our Future holds a  stakeholder 
position on the executive of LPLMC,  
demonstrating the partnerships, which 
exist between Resource Management 
groups.  Contact Julie Glover              
6742 6393 for further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landholders &  Students 
Improve their  Proper ty 
Planning Skills 
 

By Col Easton, Catchment  
Education Officer, DLWC -
Tamworth 
 
350 TAFE and Agriculture students 
from across the North West and  
Liverpool Plains, converged on 
" Wallaroi"  for the field study leg of 
the North West Schools Property    
Planning Competition.  Students used 
their knowledge of natural resource 
issues and whole farm planning gained 
from classroom to study to map out a 
property management plan.  Interested 
landholders were also invited to a    
special Landholders Property Planning 
field day on the property.  

Technical support was provided by 
officers from the Department of Land 
and Water Conservation, NSW        
Agriculture, Greening Australia, State 
Forests, and the Gwydir Catchment 
Management Board who provided   
written materials and presentations 
during the field day. 

Charlene Flint of Tenterfield High 
School performing a soil salinity test at 
the property planning field day. 
 
Participants were faced with  erosion, 
salinity, declining biodiversity and 
various water issues. Students  under-
took a rapid resource assessment     
technique,   examining soil pits,       
determining the species, composition 
and productivity of pastures and the 
condition of water ,biodiversity and 
other natural resources on the farm.  
This information was supplemented by 
aerial photography and GIS informa-
tion sent in March.  Using this         
information and the tools provided   
student set about developing a property 
plan for the farm.  Students were also 
asked to consider:  the suitability of 
existing enterprises, the nature and  
extent of social and financial con-
straints and the type of remedial works 

necessary to address the problems   
identified.. Landholders will also    
discuss solutions and enterprise       
selection during their property visit. 
 
Participants receive additional technical 
advice from staff following their visit, 
to give them further guidance in       
constructing their plans.  Applying 
knowledge gained in a real life       
situation improves the understanding  
of students, making the concepts of      
agriculture and  resource management 
more relevant and the experience much 
more significant.  
 
"It is important for students to map out 
their plan and explain their choices" 
commented Col Easton, Catchment 
Education Officer with DLWC.  
"Potential solutions  might include a 
whole range of  combinations such as a 
change in enterprises, better pasture 
management, provision of alternative 
watering points and more structured 
subdivision and fencing to improve 
stock management". 
 
"Students should also examine the 
benefits of conserving biodiversity.  
For example, the strategic use of trees 
and the development of substantial  
corridors can serve to improve the   
habitat for biodiversity, provide      
significant shelter benefits for stock 
and more effectively control salinity, 
all in one improvement.  But there 
needs to be a mix of tree species, the 
corridors need to be more than 3 trees 
wide and they need to be in the right 
place.  In some instances, the answer  
may not be trees but perennial  pas-
tures, or  natural regeneration so it is 
cr itical for  students think about the 
recommendations they make" he said. 
 

Murray Darling Basin Commission, 
NSW Agriculture, Department of Land 
and Water Conservation, Country    
Energy, Primary Industry Bank and BP 
Australia sponsored the 2002 competi-
tion.   Support from these organisations              
emphasises the importance of  strategic 
Property Planning and demonstrates the 
value of agricultural education        
regarding natural resource management 
in the North West.  Winners will be 
awarded at Ag-Quip in August. 
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