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APPENDIX 2: Example media coverage relating to the project. 

 
Namoi Valley Independent 01/03/2011 
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Namoi Valley Independent, 21/04/2011 
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ABC Television: Catalyst, ‘Koala Heatwave’ 14/04/2011 
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/3191750.htm 
 
Accessed 25/05/2011 
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Northern Daily Leader, 02/04/2011 
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Namoi Valley Independent 17/05/2011 

 
Quirindi Advocate 22/10/2008
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Of all Australian marsupials, the koala is the species that generates most public affection. Its image in tourist 
brochures attracts thousands of foreigners to these shores every year. 

In some places the koala is an important drawcard. Elsewhere, though, the cutest of our native animals is under 
threat for many reasons: habitat destruction, fragmentation of forests, drought and bushfires. Then there is the 
spread of housing in once-rural regions, attacks by feral and domestic animals, climate change and in-breeding 
within Victoria's koala population that makes them vulnerable to disabilities and disease. 

In south-east Queensland, where development has destroyed vast areas of bushland, koala numbers have 
plummeted by 64 per cent over the past decade. Alarmed by such devastating decline, a Senate environment 
committee began an inquiry last February into the status, health and sustainability of koala populations. Within 
three months, the committee received more than 80 submissions from individuals, government departments, 
local councils and researchers. 

Dr Mathew Crowther is a member of a 60-strong group of scientists called the Koala Research Network whose 
submission to the inquiry sets out the challenges in protecting Australia's favourite marsupial. A senior biologist 
at the University of Sydney, Dr Crowther has been studying koalas for years and recently discovered a possible 
solution to expanding their habitat and enabling their populations to grow. 

With a team of other scientists, he has been conducting investigations around Gunnedah, in north-east New 
South Wales, using GPS collars fitted to 50 koalas to track their movements over three months — and especially 
at night when they move from tree to tree to feed. He says the continuing research has identified the problems 
koalas face with habitat loss — in NSW and Queensland particularly – and the high-risk factors that must be 
managed to reduce their mortality. 

Gunnedah is on the Liverpool Plains, a region of prime agricultural land extending over more than a million 
hectares. Dr Crowther's attention was drawn to the plains when he and colleagues undertook a government-
commissioned survey in 2006 of koala numbers across NSW. The survey revealed falling populations almost 
everywhere except in rare pockets where numbers were not only high but rapidly rising. One of these pockets 
was around Gunnedah. 

"We were interested in studying the Gunnedah koalas because we wanted to find out why the population was 
increasing," he says. "We knew a massive tree planting effort had taken place in the 1990s so we hoped to 
discover if that campaign had led to an increase in koalas and whether we could use this information to guide 
areas where the koala was in decline." 

Dr Crowther says farmers involved in Landcare groups around Gunnedah had started widespread tree planting 
to counter soil erosion and rising salinity. They hadn't thought of koalas but the unintended result was that the 
trees also provided the animals with a new source of food — and the latest study found they were actively using 
them. 

Ray of hope in koala 
quest  
Geoff Maslen  
The Age, May 24, 2011 
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"Koalas prefer to use a variety of trees throughout the night, including some old-growth trees, but they are 
restricted to a small range of movement over less than two kilometres and mostly within small patches of trees," 
he says. "Their limited habitat is worrying for their survival and, although there is hope reforestation can benefit 
them, we did see lots of koalas die during high summer because they couldn't find enough food and water within 
these small patches." 

Such events show how koala survival would be improved if they had access to multiple patches of trees linked 
by planted corridors so they had more options and were not forced to compete with each other during hard 
times. This is especially the case with the extreme weather events predicted under climate change, Dr Crowther 
says. 

"The fact the koalas in Gunnedah are using trees planted in the 1990s means that simply planting the right trees 
could expand their habitat and mitigate some of the current problems of koalas living in fragmented patches of 
forest." 

But he says a key issue is that koalas like the same land with good soil that farmers do. That's because when 
trees grow on good soil types they produce more nutrients for the koala and fewer toxins, whereas the opposite 
occurs with poor soil. 

"One thing we've learnt is that you can't conserve koalas in national parks because they're almost always on land 
with poor soil the early farmers didn't want. Koalas are not common in any national park because they're often 
located in steep country and the soil is poor. The Blue Mountains is a large area with myriad eucalypts but 
there's hardly one koala because it's too steep and the soil is not good." 

Anyone chewing on a gumleaf would agree with Dr Crowther when he says eucalypts are "a very tough plant to 
eat" — and they also produce toxins and tannins in their leaves to prevent them being eaten. 

"Koalas can cope with the toxins to a certain extent but there has to be a net energy benefit to the animal or the 
leaves are not worth eating. That is why private land is so important because farmers plant on good soil and 
Gunnedah has spectacular soils, dark clay that is quite rare in Australia." 

Even so, the environment across the Liverpool Plains is dry and the searing summer of 2009 resulted in one in 
four koalas dying from lack of moisture. Dr Crowther says climate change scenarios indicate Australia faces 
more of these hotter and drier days so the high temperatures common around Gunnedah may only get worse. 

"Planting more trees is only part of the answer because they may not be sufficient in the future for the koalas' 
food and water requirements. Koalas need a large number of trees of different ages that have different levels of 
toxins: they can't eat just one type of tree, there has to be a variety with different moisture levels and they need 
trees for shelter so we should provide trees for all conditions." 

A warming climate also requires corridors linking fragmented forests or patches of eucalypts that would allow 
koalas to move south, for example, to cooler regions. Where the corridors and patches of trees are located is also 
important: Dr Crowther discovered that around Gunnedah farmers had chosen the easiest places and planted 
their trees alongside roads and railway tracks, which led to koalas being killed by cars and trains. 

He hopes the Senate inquiry will recommend the federal government list koalas as a "vulnerable species" 
nationally, as they are in NSW and Queensland. In some places in Victoria, and on Kangaroo Island in South 
Australia, koalas are overabundant and this raises other difficult management issues, Dr Crowther says. 

 

The Age Website: http://www.theage.com.au/national/education/ray-of-hope-in-koala-quest-
20110523-1f07h.html  Accessed 25 May 2011 
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University of Sydney website 02/05/2011 
http://sydney.edu.au/news/84.html?newscategoryid=2&newsstoryid=6826  
Accessed 17/05/2011 
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Namoi Valley Independent, 05/05/2011 
  

 
Namoi Valley Independent, 25/11/2010 
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Namoi Valley Independent, 10/2008 
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Namoi Valley Independent, 13/04/2008 
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 Gunnedah has claimed the title ‘koala 
Capital of the World’. LPLM he lped put it 
there and is helping to make sure the 
koalas are here to stay through two highly 
successful projects:  
 
Keeping Gunnedah koala friendly  funded 
through Landcare Australia's partnership with 
Mobile Muster  
 
Restoring koala Habitat Around 
Gunnedah: Building on a 1990 Success
under the Restoration and Rehabilitation 
(community) program through the 
Environmental Trust  
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
In the early 1990s, a Landcare project saw thousands of trees planted to improve salinity problems. A 
fortunate by product of this reforestation was an increase in koala habitat and, thus, koalas. In fact, 
Gunnedah was the only location to record an increase in koala numbers in a statewide survey 
conducted in 2006. 
The project’s aim is to capitalise on the success of the tree planting programs undertaken over the 
past 20 years to determine exactly how the koalas are moving across the landscape, which trees are 
being selected, and what issues have arisen that could help guide further plantings or koala 
management strategies. 

 
Current Activities 
The koala Research Project sees researchers 
catching koalas to fit them with radio tracking 
collars. These collars are then used to track the 
koalas feeding and sleeping patterns to measure 
how much time the koalas are spending in the 
new trees and thus how directly the habitat 
restoration has impacted on this expanding and 
healthy population of koalas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The team is undertaking a week-long visit this October (2009) to 
catch and collar about 18 koalas on properties with both koalas and 
regrowth trees. The koalas will then be checked every 6-12 weeks 
with the collars being retrieved in about six months. Each collar 
carries a radio-tracking antenna to assist in locating each koala. It 
also carries a GPS unit that records where the koala has been at 
four-hourly intervals through the night. This tells the researchers how 
far koalas are moving at night and what trees they select compared 
with their selected daytime resting places. 

Liverpool Plains Land Management website (http://www.lplmc.com.au/koalas.html) 
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EXAMPLE ARTICLES ABOUT KOALAS AND THE HEAT WAVE IN GUNNEDAH 
 

 
 
Namoi Valley Independent, 08/07/2010 
 

 
 
Namoi Valley Independent, 22/12/2009 
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EXAMPLE ARTICLES RELATED TO THE ‘KOALA GATE’  

 
Namoi Valley Independent, 13/04/2010 
 

 

 
Namoi Valley Independent, 09/10/2008 
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APPENDIX  3: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLANTING AND LAND RESTORATION  

Application on the ground (refer to Appendix 3A for further detail on planting) 

- Tree species: planting tree species of local provenance to provide appropriate food and shade habitat 
for koalas. Feed-tree species that should be planted include particularly: Blakely’s red gum 
(Eucalyptus blakelyi), ironbark (E. sideroxylon), river red gum (E. camaldulensis), poplar box (E. 
populnea), yellow box (E. melliodora) and white box (E. albens). Shade tree species include 
kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus), wilga (Geijera parviflora) and white Cyprus pine (Callitris 
glaucophylla).  

Planting a mix of these species within one planting can further encourage koalas by providing a range 
of food and shelter choices, particularly important during times of extreme weather conditions. 

Tree plantings help to remediate disturbed lands and will provide additional koala habitat within the 
bracket of 10-20 years since planting. It is essential that the plantings are well watered and protected 
from stock in order to become established and grow successfully.  

- Connectivity: consideration should be given to the location of new tree plantings in relation to 
existing woodland remnants, other plantings and to sources of water. New plantations should be close 
to remnants and other plantings and direct linkages should be maximised to minimise the need for 
koalas to cross open paddocks, roads, and across backyards where they will be vulnerable to vehicles 
and dog attack. Planting trees along creek lines and near sources of permanent water will result in 
trees with higher leaf-moisture and denser foliage for shade, thereby creating valuable koala habitat 
during droughts and heat waves.  

- Road side plantings: the tracked koalas were frequently found moving along road-side and train-line 
plantings. Trees along road reserves can increase the risk of mortality due to vehicles, as they 
encourage koalas to spend more time near roads to feed, shelter and to use the linear plantings as 
corridors to other areas of habitat. To reduce this threat, trees should not be planted next to roads. 

- Dog attack: Wild and domestic dogs are a significant cause of koala death and mortality, particularly 
in urban areas and within townships primary. Landholders should be aware of the risk to koalas from 
farm dogs and, if necessary, should not plant trees near house paddocks where koalas may be at 
higher risk from attack.  

Shire-wide management 

This report is intended to feed into the shire-wide management of koalas across all tenures in 
Gunnedah. In order for Gunnedah to maintain its claim to be the ‘Koala Capital of the World’, it will 
need to have a koala plan of management that dovetails with the 2008 NSW Koala Recovery Plan and 
the National Koala Conservation and Management Strategy 2009-14, and have its own comprehensive 
Koala Plan of Management under SEPP44. In the event that mining proceeds across the Liverpool 
Plains and alters the landscape, there will need to be a major undertaking to conserve, remediate or 
replace koala habitat. 

Further action 

We have discovered that the plantings were important for providing additional habitat for koalas, but 
in our research we have uncovered issues which are generic for all koalas, namely climate change and 
disease. It is arguable that these issues will overshadow the positive impact of the plantings in 
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increasing the local koala population, but without the plantings, the impact of climate change and 
disease may have been much worse for the local koala populations. 

Ongoing analysis of the data is being undertaken to refine our conclusions and recommendations. We 
have developed recommendations for further research, as detailed in Appendix 4. 
 

APPENDIX  3A: A GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL TREE ESTABLISHMENT FOR ENVIRONMEN TAL 
PLANTINGS  

 
The establishment of trees on farms can be used to achieve multiple outcomes including: stock shade 
and shelter, timber products, soil conservation, salinity mitigation, biodiversity benefits and improved 
soil health. Whether you are planting shelter-belts or tree lots, the key to successful tree establishment 
is forward planning.  The most common failures in the establishment of trees are: i) a lack of 
preparation   ii) a lack of moisture iii) poor weed control. By following a few simple steps these 
problems can be overcome. 

1) Exclude stock - To establish a healthy and productive tree stand, treat the area as if you were 
planning to plant a crop or pasture.  After selecting the site it is extremely important to exclude stock.  
Too often, the efforts that are put into correct establishment procedures are wasted by allowing stock 
access to the site.  Fencing the site and excluding stock prior to site preparation ensures that damaging 
soil compaction cannot occur and that trees and shrubs are protected from the outset. 

2) Deep ripping - Tree lines should be deep ripped 6-12 months ahead of planting. The best time to 
do this is during the summer months when the soil is dry as this will help shatter any compaction layer 
or plough pan.  Deep ripping should be at least 60-70cms deep in a single rip line.  It is often 
advisable to do the initial rip and then rip again in the same line until the required depth is reached.   
This method suits clay soils but if the soil type is loamy then two rip lines can be placed 20-30cms 
apart to enable better soil moisture penetration and water retention. 

3) Weed control - It is crucial to spray out weeds during the 6 to 12 months prior to planting.  A 
break between spraying and ripping is preferable, as this allows for root release and results in a less 
cloddy tilth.  If the area to be planted is a cropping paddock, retain the stubble and spray with 
glyphosate as you would for a zero till fallow.  If it is a grass paddock, then a strip of 2 metres should 
be sprayed out along each rip line.  Follow up weed control is also essential after planting.  Use of 
residual chemicals for weed control is not ideal but where there is no alternative, Simizine and Goal 
can be used.  Seek professional advice before using residual chemicals.  Selective use of glyphosate 
around the tree and within the row is extremely effective and cost efficient, however care needs to be 
taken so that the trees are not affected.  A shrouded 2-metre boom mounted on an AWD quad bike to 
apply low volatile 2,4-D amine to control broadleaf weeds can produce excellent results.  This is a 
deliberate strategy to allow native grasses to re-colonise the site and has been trailed and proven at the 
Gunnedah Resource Centre and on numerous other sites across the state. 

4) Species mix - A range of native tree and shrub species should be used that are appropriate for the 
location.  Be guided by the native species that occur within close proximity and on similar soils and 
landscape positions to the site being planted.  There may be occasions where non-endemic native 
species may need to be incorporated in the planting.  Always seek advice before selecting the species 
mix.  It is best to plant these in such a way as to promote a diverse canopy and this will provide 
multiple benefits.   

5) Planting density - Row spacing and distance between trees and shrubs is crucial.  Generally the 
intermixing of trees and shrubs is the best option to produce a less regimented planting.  Trees and 
shrubs in these plantings are often planted too close together and far in excess of the density of 
naturally occurring native woodland communities. This will depend on the topography, soil type and 
annual rainfall.  For example, where the annual rainfall is 650mm/annum, spacing the rows 7 metres 
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apart with 6 metres distance between trees/shrubs within the row works out at approximately 200 
stems/ha and allows the trees to grow relatively unimpeded. Such a planting density also allows native 
grasses to re-colonise and provide sufficient ground cover between the trees and shrubs.  In farm 
forestry situations where plantings range from 600 – 1200 stems/ha, bare ground can result.  Block 
plantings are preferable to two, three or four row windbreak plantings. 

6) Planting – Planting of tube-stock is done manually, and a planting shovel with a tapered end is the 
preferred tool.  Planting guidelines can be obtained from State Forest Nurseries and tube-stock 
suppliers. In most situations, particularly in the drier rainfall areas, it is a sensible option to form a 
dished area around the plant to allow rainfall to collect and be retained.  If the soil type is prone to 
water-logging then the depth of the dished area should be minimal.  Mortalities from weed 
competition and lack of moisture tend to be more of a concern than water-logging.  The use of 
machine driven planters is another option but site preparation is quite different than the methodology 
described here.   Seek expert advice if using this option. 

7) Watering - Normally an initial watering immediately after planting the tube-stock is required.  
This will depend on soil moisture condition and if significant rain is imminent. Depending on soil 
moisture and climatic conditions, another one or two water applications may be required. This is 
generally enough to ensure successful establishment, even in a drought year. UV treated plastic tree 
guards need to be used with the bottom turned inside up to capture rainfall. This creates a 
microclimate that favours the tube-stock, particularly during the summer months.  It is also 
recommended that approximately ¼ bale of hay, (more if hay is not a limitation), be placed around the 
tree guard because this suppresses weeds and conserves moisture.  It also makes it easier to spray 
around the tree with glyphosate.   The taller UV guards and three bamboo stakes are definitely 
preferable to milk cartons as they can be used 2 – 3 times which reduces the cost of establishment.  
They also make it difficult for hares and rabbits to damage the tube-stock. Sometimes kangaroos and 
wallaroos may also damage the trees, especially during drought years.  

Other agencies such as State Forests, Landcare, Greening Australia and Greenfleet have their 
preferred methodologies.  However, the method outlined above has the advantage that it is cheap, 
simple and effective and has been proven at a range of sites across NSW.   

For additional information please contact: John Lemon, Gunnedah Research Centre, Office of 
Environment and Heritage, Department of Premier and Cabinet on (02) 6740 2358 or 0427 414871 / 
0439 413917  john.lemon@environment.nsw.gov.au    
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APPENDIX  4. OUTLINE OF PLANNED FUTURE WORK  

 
1. Adaptation for climate change 
1. Historical enquiry 
2. Pilliga Forests 

 
1. Adaptation for Climate Change 
 
Title: Capitalising on a 1990s restoration success story to adapt to climate change - a case 
study of koalas on the prime agricultural landscape of the Liverpool Plains, Gunnedah, NSW. 
 

Project components 
- The project would involve three parts: 

1. Habitat selection in a changing climate: 

Measuring the structural and compositional characteristics of trees, patches and 
landscapes that koalas select during different climatic conditions. We would measure, 
among other attributes: vegetation type, density, species composition, patch size and the 
availability of water. 

2. Linking soil and leaf nutrition to habitat selection: 
Assessing leaf nutritional status of the trees, and the soil on which they grow that koalas 
select during different climate conditions  

3. Disease on a landscape scale: 
Tracing the epidemiology of the Chlamydia disease throughout the Gunnedah koala 
population and determining the potential impact of the disease on the population in the 
context of climate change and the restoration of the landscape and the links among the 
various rural properties and town. 
 

Project Aims and Outcomes: 

This project will contribute to the development of a more effective restoration program and koala 
management plan. This will deliver a long-term benefit in providing quality habitat to ensure koalas 
are able to adapt to a changing climate.  

Aims include: 
1. Understanding habitat use by koalas at Gunnedah under changing climatic conditions at 

different spatial scales (from tree selection to patch selection and landscape movements), 

Specific issues include, for example:  
(a) habitat selection under both extreme and mild climatic conditions; 
(b) the link between soil fertility and leaf nutrition and koala tree selection.  

2. Assess the epidemiology of the Chlamydia disease throughout Gunnedah and the potential 
long-term impact on the population. 

3. To determine the best approaches to landscape management and restoration to provide 
suitable habitat that will allow koalas to adapt to changing climate and reduce their 
vulnerability to disease. 

4. To provide practical and cost-effective strategies to implement in local land management 
plans (e.g. the proposed Gunnedah Shire Council Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management) 
and continue working with private landholders and local groups (such as the Liverpool Plains 



 82

Land Management Committee LPLM Inc., with whom we have been working for 5 yrs) to 
ensure long-term koala habitat protection on private and public land.  

 
National Koala Conservation Management Plan 2009-14 Priority areas for future work : 

1- Habitat identification and protection: Sections 1.03, 1.05, 1.09,  
3- Direct mortality of individual koalas: Section 3.03 

4- Community involvement: Sections 4.01, 4.03 
6- Research: Sections 6.02, 6.03, 6.04 
 

 
In addition to the study detailed above, there are other strands of enquiry that would markedly 
improve both our understanding of the koala population in Gunnedah and its contribution to the 
national picture 

2. Historical enquiry : When the major survey for koalas in Gunnedah was undertaken in 1990, 
it was recognised then that the large population in Gunnedah was a phenomenon of the 
previous 10-15 years. The immediate question is: where were the koalas between the time that 
Oxley walked into the area in 1819 and 1990 when the koala population was burgeoning? The 
reason this question is so important is that the local experts, such as the local veterinarian 
David Amos and the koala carer Nancy Small note that they rarely saw koala in the late 
1970s. It was not till the 1980s that koala started to become common. One implication from 
this circumstance is that the koala population could dip down to rarity without us having 
grasped what it is that drives the longer-term changes – the decade by decade changes. The 
approach taken would be that of historical ecology, an area that Dan Lunney has been 
working on for a quarter of a century and has established a network of environmental 
historians to assist in these enquiries.  

3. Pilliga Forests: The Pilliga Forests, 100kms to the west of Gunnedah, is the largest inland 
remnant of box-ironbark mixed-eucalypt forest in Australia. During the 1990s and until 2005, 
this forest was regarded as holding the best population of koalas in NSW, with estimates of up 
to 15 000 koalas. By any standards, this is a large population. Recent anecdotal observations 
by experienced Pilliga researchers now consider the koala to be extremely rare in this forest. 
The cause of this decline is potentially of great significance for the koalas of the Liverpool 
Plains and the remainder of the Namoi CMA. A project outline of current survey and 
historical investigation has been prepared and could be implemented should funding be 
available.   
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APPENDIX  5: OBJECTIVES OUTCOMES AND GOALS THAT THE CURRENT PROJEC T FEEDS INTO 
THE NATIONAL KOALA CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2009-2014. 
 

ACTIONS  

Category 1 Habitat identification and protection 
 

Action 1.08 Establish or continue surveying and monitoring programs. 

·  Monitoring fulfils two important functions: evaluating population status so that the relative need for 
management can be assessed; and evaluating population trends so that the efficacy of management 
actions can be assessed. The scale at which these are undertaken must be appropriate to the scale of 
management. 

·  Continue monitoring of populations for which there are existing long term data. In many cases these 
are large or important populations, so provide information on their own individual status, but in 
combination are also useful for evaluating status at a larger scale. 

·  Extensive less-detailed monitoring. At the scale of the koala’s range, intensive monitoring is too 
expensive and laborious to be feasible. Thus, for matters at larger scales survey intensity may be 
reduced. 

·  Explore feasibility of developing guidelines for local scale monitoring, and develop guidelines if 
appropriate. 

Relates to: Outputs A, B, C of the strategy (see below). 

Stakeholders: Australian, state and territory governments, local government, researchers. 

Priority: 1 

Time scale: Identify programs for continued support or additional work: 2 years. 

 

Category 4 Community involvement 

Action 4.03 Extend community involvement in koala conservation and engagement with government. 

This includes developing and maintaining productive, integrated partnerships to influence, and achieve greater 
funding for, actions, particularly with community groups, the private sector and philanthropists. 

Relates to: Outputs C, E, F of the strategy (see below). 

Stakeholders: Australian, state and territory governments, local government, non-government organisations, 
community groups, private sector, philanthropists. 

Priority: 1 

Time scale: Ongoing: 1–3 years to establish. 

 

Category 6 Research 

Action 6.02 Identify and prioritise knowledge gaps in koala research. 

Focal areas may include methods for conservation of habitat, improving design of programs for population 
monitoring or understanding the habitat requirements of koalas. 

Relates to: Outputs A, B, C of the strategy (see below). 

Stakeholders: Research agencies, universities, Australian, state and territory governments, local government, 
non-government organisations, community groups. 

Priority: 1 

Time scale: 1–2 years; commence in year 3 and run for 3–5 years. 
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Action 6.03 Identify directions for research on effects of climate change on koalas. 

As noted at 1.09 climate change is a complex process that carries with it significant implications for koalas. 
These effects may be in the form of altered drought and fire regimes, and more directly through the effects of 
carbon dioxide on eucalypt leaf chemistry. The additional stresses imposed may further exacerbate existing 
problems of habitat loss etc. Due to the complexity of the problem we must enact both short-term precautionary 
and anticipatory measures, but also conduct research to better understand, and adjust, these management 
approaches. 

Relates to: Outputs A, B, C of the strategy (see below). 

Stakeholders: Research agencies, universities, Australian, state and territory governments, local government, 
non-government organisations, community groups. 

Priority: 1 

Time scale: 1–2 years; commence in year 3 and run for 3–5 years. 

 

OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS 

 

Desired outcomes—long term (0–50 years) 

1. Koala populations in identified priority areas are stabilised or increasing.1 

2. Overabundant koala populations are stabilised or reducing wherever they occur or arise.2 

3. Threatened status of the koala at state and regional levels is reduced. 

4. Koala remains nationally abundant and widespread, and is not nationally threatened. 

 

Desired outcomes—short term (0–10 years) 

5. Increased consideration of koala habitat demonstrated in development planning. 

6. Greater area of high-quality koala habitat conserved and effectively managed through legislation, covenants 
or agreements. 

7. Greater activity by land and resource managers to effectively protect and manage koala populations. 

8. Increased community capacity to drive koala conservation and care. 

9. Productive and integrated partnerships that foster the conservation and welfare of koalas. 

To achieve these short and long-term outcomes, the strategy will facilitate and coordinate delivery of the 
following major products and tools between 2009–2014: 

 

Outputs (major products and tools to be delivered, 0–5 years) 

A. Provide policy advice to ensure koala habitat is prioritised in land conservation and management initiatives 
(contributes to outcomes 1–4, 6–8). 

B. Provide policy advice to guide the consideration of koala habitat in statutory planning strategies and 
applications (contributes to outcomes 1–4, 5, 7–8). 

C. Develop a better understanding of koala population requirements and management responses, and maintain 
an information network to guide and assist planning, natural resource management processes, and other 
community and stakeholder activities (contributes to outcomes 1–9). 

D. Facilitate high welfare standards for koalas kept in captivity or while under care and management 
(contributes to outcomes 8 and 9). 

E. Recognise, motivate and commemorate koala conservation efforts (contributes to outcomes 7–9). 

F. Develop and maintain productive, integrated partnerships to influence and achieve greater funding for 
outcomes (contributes to outcomes 7–9). 
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APPENDIX  6.  RECOVERY ACTIONS OF THE KOALA RECOVERY PLAN 2008 THAT THE CURRENT 
PROJECT ADDRESSES  

 
Action 1.3  
DECC will undertake and encourage other researchers to undertake population studies of koalas in a range of 
habitats in relation to a range of issues such as fire, drought, dogs, cars, habitat fragmentation and climate 
change.  
 
Action 1.6  
Define the factors that determine koala habitat including soils, elevation, climate and tree species (food and 
shelter). 
 
Action 1.7  
Undertake local and/or regional surveys in selected koala populations, repeating earlier surveys. 
 
Action 1.10  
Conduct research on the relative impacts of different levels of habitat loss and fragmentation on koala 
populations and the ability of koalas to move between patches. 
 
Action 1.14  
DECC will encourage revision and/or production of a regional list of koala food and shelter trees for CMAs, 
LGAs and other local/regional koala plans. 
 
Action 2.1  
DECC will contribute to koala habitat rehabilitation and revegetation activities undertaken by individuals, 
community groups and government agencies by identifying priority areas for work in each KMA and providing 
technical advice and support. 
 
Action 3.2  
DECC will undertake research on the ecology of koalas to better understand the primary issues affecting their 
conservation and coordinate/contribute to the disparate interests and activities relevant to understanding and 
managing koalas in NSW. 
 
Action 3.3  
Undertake coordinated surveys of koalas across a range of scales, using appropriate methodologies and focusing 
on different issues as relevant to each scale as follows: 
 

•� site scale 
•� landscape/regional scale 
•� state scale. 

 
Action 3.4  
Compare and assess the reliability of different koala survey and analytical techniques. 
 
Action 3.5  
Assess koala population dynamics and habitat use across the NSW range. 
 
Action 3.6  
Investigate the relative importance of different threats to koalas, how to ameliorate them and the effectiveness of 
mitigation measures. 
 
Action 7.2  
DECC will design and implement a program to monitor changes in the status of koalas and koala habitat and 
evaluate the success of recovery actions in improving the conservation status of koalas in NSW. 
 
 

 


